July 26, 1968 


JULY 22, 1968 


PROM: Dr. Herman M. Aqua 
J4.87 Bennett Street 
Luzerne, Penna. 18709 


Dear 




My family and I left on vacation the week of 
July through July 22, and when we arrived home, 
we found that our house had been broken into and 
completely ransacked and extensively damaged. 

My entire token collection, including some of the 
finest and rarest Civil War Tokens known — 
assembled over a 10-year period — were included 
in the robbery. Listed below are some of the 
extreme rarities and since many are unique, are 
readily identifiable. The only way to protect 
the collecting fraternity is to find the thieves 
and put them out of business. Any information 
(should the following items turn up in your area) 
can be directed to your local police or to me 
with a COLLECT call — area code 717-288-31+00 or 
717-288-3037; or to the Forty Port (Penna.) Police 
Department — 717-287-3762. 

Any help or clues will be gratefully app - 
reciated. Please file for future reference. 


80# of Civil War Store Card and Patriotic Tokens 
listed below are in gem uncirculated or proof 
condition. All Pula numbers. 


Connecticut — included 600 B — Total 3 tokens. 


Rare Coins 
Stolen From 
Dentist Home 

Dr. Herman Aqua's 
Forty Fort House 

Entered by Thieves 

Burglars entered a Forty Fort 
dentist's home which had all 
outside doors equipped with bur- 
glar alarms and stole a large 
collection of rare coins and tok- 
ens, a safe containing bonds and 
papers, a quantity of trading 
stamps and two suitcases while 
the dentist was vacationing 
Atlantic City. 

Dr. Herman Aqua. 100 Dunn 
Street, told police he arrived 
home yesterday afternoon at 
3 05 from the resort and found 
his home had been entered and 
ransacked 

Preliminary inventory of the 
home revealed missing a large 
number of Civil War coins and 
prison tokens, a 6Wx6^xl3-inch 
safe containing bonds and insur- 
ance papers, two cigar boxes 
of Indian head pennies, two suit- 
cases and 45 books of vanouS 
trading stamps. No estimate of 
value was placed on the 
chandise by Dr Aqua. 

Police reported entry 
gained by cutting a 24x26-inch 
window on the side of the home 
by using masking tape and glass 
cutters Section of glass removed 
was taken to the rear of the 
home and placed in a garbage 
can. police said. Dr. Aqua told 
police all outside doors of the 
home were alarmed for burglars. 

Cpl. Paul Kleckner from Wyo- 
oming Barracks checked the 
premises for fingerprints. 

Continuing the investigation 
are Chief Prnest Balcomb and 
Patrolmen Byron Evans and 
Henry F. Winters. 


Illinois — all merchants were included except 
10 A, 320 D, 890B. Illinois rarities include; 

150AG (2 In silver) 150 AM 520 A (Lodi) 

150 AP 150 AR 

Unlisted die - 150 AP, but countermarked FG (unique) 

Unlisted die - 150 BA, but countermarked HCW - 5 over 4 (unique) 

Uhlisted die - 150 BA, but countermarked GA - 1 over 4 (unique) 

Total Illinois in collection - 137 different 

Idaho City - 360 A - Miners Brewery and Bakery 


Indiana - Collection includes from 5 A to 570 H inclusive . EXCEPT the 
following merchants: 165 A, ”23 0C, 250A, 260B, 280A, 305 a, 320A," 

430C, 495a, 500J- 0, 530P, 57 0B- D. 

Rarities include : 

,bOA in allvar (unique) 135 A R8 230A R9 

,-°®° ® 365a r 8 4300 R9 

JtJOA-E-Il all R8 480A R10 500A-H R9 

500B-C-S all r 8 5?0F-countermarked "25" 

570Q 2 varities -1 unlisted (have photo) 570H -holed 

Total number of Indiana pieces in collection - Up different 


s 

25 


Massachusetts - 530A - 2 pieces - 1 copper, 1 nickel 
970 A - 2 pieces - 1 copper, 1 brass 
Total number of Massachusetts pieces stolen - 4 


145 A - silver 
63OJ - gold plated 


Michigan - all merchants listed In Fuld were in this group EXCEPT: 

60C, 135A, 225 1 -BT-BZ-CQ, 250E-F, 280C-G, 450A-D-F- J-N, 1+bOA, 

525a, 527B-D, 745b, 845b, 865a, 920a. 

Rarities included; 

85c - zinc 225E - zinc 225 AH - zinc 

225A D -new variety-have photo -token pictured in TAMS Magazine 
280F - copper nickel 527D- brass (unlisted metal) 

577A - holed at top and repaired 587A -slightly bent 

Total number of Michigan pleees included in collection - 182 

New York - all merchants included EXCEPT the following 6: 

95^7 63(3g"~- R - AMa - AZ. 

Rarities included: 

105H - copper nickel 
145 b -nickel and copper nickel 

63 OH - (obverse) - 630Q - (reverse) - STRUCK OVER LAR3E CENT , 
there Is absolutely no listing of this token anywhere. Thl3 Aullng 
la DEFINITELY UNIQUE. I have photo of* token . 

63 OH - silver 630K - gold plated 

63 6 k - 3ilver 630N - silver 

63 0T - STRUCK OVER U.S. QUARTER — UNTqTTB 

03CW - copper nickel ever cent 63OAE - copper nickel over cent 

630X - GS:tf-'.AN SILVER -- VERY SELDOM OFFERED TO COLLECTORS — VERY RAR3 

63OAG - copper nickel over cent 630AM - silver plated 

630AG - SILVER OVER DIME — VERY WELL STRUCK -- PROBABLY UNIQUE 

o3C AP - silver plated 63OAR- silver 

630AW - silver 630BK - silver plated 

630EK - copper nickel over cent 63OBG -2 tokens, triple struck 

630B0 - STRUCK OVER SPANISH 1 REALS PIECE-:.- PROBABL Y UNIQUE 

630 BR - silver plated 6’3'OBZ - copper nYckeT over cenf 

630C A - STRUCK OVER DIKE - ANOTHER POSSIBLE UNIQUE PIECE 

695 A - silver 890A - brass -unlisted metal 

345a - 2 tokens both countermarked "J. FRANTZ" - Have Photo. 

Approximate number of New York off -metal tokens including white metal, 
nickel, copper nickel, etc. - 60 

Total number of New York pieces stolen was 482 


Ohio -- all merchants included In rollectlon EXCEPT: 

■~25a, 16 oa- 8 -e, 175* - Q, 200E, 300A, 3450 - D, 3«50, 615a, 735*, 

78oa, 975H. 

In the Cincinatti series, of I83 merchants listed, 13 were not in 
collection. 

Rarities Included: 

5a - white metal 5A - SILVER 

100A - copper nlcket - UHISUE 115 A - Incused - I HAVE PHOTO 

120B - zinc - PROBABLY IS lm0.ro 125B - copper nickel -PROBABLY UNIQUE 


165N - incused I HAVE PHOTO 
165Y - HICKEL 
lb5BK - zinc 165CI - R9, B 

"Hill - one a have" ( revera a blan k 1 U lfLIO 


165 

ITTBj UP In TAPiS JOfjRUAL , 

165CQ - zinc - unliated metal 
165DY - braa3- unlisted inetal 
165PJ - copper nickel - r 8 
1651X - silver - unliated metal 
1V-. - "WESTSHH 1HI OH. CLEVELAND. 


105V - WHITE KSTAL 
lb5AD - sine 

BRASS. SLIGHTLY RUSTED 
“ TED. HAVE PHOTO. 


165DU - R9 

165EF - white metal R9 
165GM -bra3a, R9 -unlisted metal 
1750 - copper nickel - unlisted metal 
1862" STRUCK OVER 1862 COPPER 


KICKEL CENT. UNIQUE. HAVE PHOTO. TOKEN WAS LISTED IH TAK3 JOURNAL 
AR TTfl Tjj 

200C *- Brass, unlisted metal 230B - zinc, unlisted metal 

330E - COPPER NICKEL. UNLISTED METAL, POSSIBLY UNIQUE 

3JCH ~ COPPER NICKEL. UNLISTED METAL. POSSIBLY UNIQUE 

385A - STRUCK OVER " W W WERT" .. .UNIQUE 

47 0A - nickel - unlisted metal 505B - copper nickel 

505B - white metal and nickel 560A - copper nickel. UNLISTED,. . . 

POSSIBLY UNIQUE 

620B - copper nic kel. UNLISTED. POSSIBLY UNIQlfe 
55cX^ copper 7 nickel.' Ill'Ll STEP ! POSSIBLY IUIQUE~ 

745A - copper nickel. UNLISTED HETAL. FTS3IBLY UNIQUE 
o30A - copper nickel. 'Unlisted metal, possibly unique 
8350 - Unliated variety BbOC - silver plated 

895A - white metal, unlisted metal 

975a - nickel 9750 - unlistod variety 

Eduard Fiedler - Cincinnati Unlisted Merchant - TAMS JOURNAL ARTICLE 

165EU - muled with Haas 


ffotal number of pieces of Ohio tokens — 808 


Pennsylvania — From 750U to 967 A — all merchants included In this 
group were In collection. 


Rarities : 

765E - copper nickel 
750S - SILVER 


765m - incxised 
Total of pieces in Pennsylvania collection -- 68 


whode Island — all merchants included EXCEPT 700B 
Rarities : 

7 00 A- nickel 75 0D- COP PER NICKEL 

750D - WHITE METAL 
750E ~ INCLUDES LEAP AND SILVER 
7501 ~ GOLD PLATED 

Total Rhode Island tokens in collection — 24 pieces 


750P -NICKEL 

75 OP - UNLISTED SILVER 

75 OH- BRASS-::-BELIEVED~UNIQU l 


Tennessee MISSING ARE 600 B-(3): 600E -(1): 600F -(2): and one 600B- 

SM "25". 

Total in Tennessee collection - 6 pieces 


West Virginia -- all merchants included. ALMOST ALL BRIGHT UNCIRCULATED 
OR "PROOF. 


Total pieces in West Virginia col lec tion — 28 


Wisconsin — All numbers included EXCEPT: 50A, 70A, 300F, 410G, 510D, 

5iOG, 5l0J, 520C, 550A-B-C, 590A, 790A, 920M. 


Rarities : OF 

510Q - WAS COUNTERMARKED WITH MAN'S NAME. PICTURE/TOKEN HAD BEEN 
IN COIN WORLD AND CAN BE VERIFIBD~TF CM TOKE^N TURNS UP . 

510AB - 3 TOKENS. EACH STRUCK OVER PATRIOTIC TOKENS 

Total of Wisconsin tokens — 200 pieces 


PATRIOTIC CIVIL WAR TOKENS 


some of the rarities are: 


1/198 - nickel 1/229- nickel; whitq&etal; SILVER 

1/360 - nickel 1/391 9white metal; lead; SILVER 

1/229 -silver plated -^POSSIBLY UNIQUE 
2/270 

3 ~ REVERSE COUNTERS TAMPED 5 *UNLISTED*UNIQUE 
3 - REVERSE COUNTERS! AliFED 5 K V * U NIQUE 
3 /blank 3/465 A 

5/288 - silver plated, POSSIBLY UNIQUE 
11/298 - lead, unlisted, POSSIBLY UNIQUE 
12/12 - incused 

15/319 - nickel; copper nickel; white metal; SILVER OVER DIME 
13/297 - silver plated P0S3EBLY UNIQUE 
19/396 - silver plated POSSIBLY UNIQUE 
26/26 - incused 


35/278 

37/434 - silver 
46/335 - copper nickel 
47/332 - copper nickel, 
51/179 - UNIQUE 
51/342 - SILVER 
53/338 - SILVER 

o/l 6l - nickel, copper nickel 

6/229 - COPPER NICKEL OVER CENT AND WHITE META L 


35/278 
45/332 - copppr nickel 
4-6/339 - white metal 
50/342 - white metal 

"I/!*' 


white metal 


§i/334 - German Silver 
52/296 - SILVER 


56/438 - copper nickel and white 
58/58 - incased 

63A6 - COPPER NICKEL OVER CENT 

57/37 


etal 


67/372 - white inetal 
68/199 - white metal 
71/473 - brass, reeded edge 
79/351 ~ LEAD- UNIQUE 

84/148 

8O/35I - silver plated 


""55 A/371 
68/359 

75A59 - copper brass 

80/351 -COPPER NICKEL RIO. ONLY ONE KNOW 
THIS TOKEN WAS USED FOR FULD'S LISTING 
06/357 - brass 

91A32 - copper, nickel, copper nickel an d 
white metal 


91/435 - brass and copper nickel 

92/119 - brass 

96/116 - copper and brass 

97/389 - silver plated 

105/198 - brass 

10?A 0 7-- incused 


li: 


92/199 - brass and nickel 
95/95 - incused 
96/129 

H and G 499 - BLANK UNIQUE 


105/1 99- 
108/201 
raetal, SILVER 


white metal 
copper nickel, white 


. 6 - LEAD. Tli'15 IS AN IDENTIFIABLE TOKEN BSJAUS3 PICTURE IN 
iSUrd EDITION {REVISED 1965) IS ACTUAL PHOTO OF THIS TOKEN . 
THERE 13 A LAB.",'; 0CVR5 CI'T OF UPPER LEFT CORNER OR TOKEN. I ALSO 
HAVE A PHOTO OP THE TOKEN. 

110/129 - whit© metal ” 116/153 - brass 


117/420 - silver plated 
119/360 - brass and white metal 
120^.34 - nickel and white metal 
TOKEN SIMILAR TO 122. BUT LINCOLN OBVERSE 


117/420- SILVER OVER P.3. 
12 0/233 - SILVER 


- silver plated 
POSSIBLY UNIQUE 

silver plated, POSSIBLY UNIQUE 
nickel, copper nickel, German silver 


124/201 - copper nickel UNIQUE 


125/2914. 

125/294 

125A17 

127/252 

129/282 

135A99 

137/395 

140A40 


REVERSE 462 SILVER-UNIQUE 


:SE: REVERSE 4' 
125/249 - s'i'I 


U. S. TRANSPORTATION TOKENS - ABOUT 2S00— ALL IN 2x2 ENVELOPES. THERE 
WERE SOME PENNSYLVANIA ALSO IN THIS LOT. 


copper nickel 

white metal 
brass 

silver plated, 
incused 


127/201 - nickel 
128 >289 - German silver 
131A/349A 
6/39' 


UNIQUE 


136/397 - lead 
POSSIBLY UNIQUE/ 

138/256 - silver plated -POSS- 
IBLY UNIQUE 

- white metal 142/3L8 - gold plated 

146/263 - copper and nickel 

- white metal 155A31 - silver plated, 

unlisted metal 

158 A2U- - HAVE VERIFIED ONLY 2 KNOWN SPECIMEN J OF THIS. OTHER KNO WN 


142/347 

145/349 

153/282 


PIECE IN 
168/168 


DR. FULD'S COLLECTION. 
'incused 


177/177 - incused 


178/267 

180/341 

180A30 

191/343 

187/214, 

lQ 8A35 

198/350 

2 01 A 01 


I HAVE PHOTO . 

174A72 - silver plated, un- 
listed metal 

174/272 - silver plated, un- 
listed metal 

copper nickel over cent 178/267 - SILVER 

double struck I80/3 43 ~ brass 

copper, nickel, and copper nickel over cent 
nickel, copper nickel and white metal and SILVER 
lead, but copper plated 185A/295 

white metal and SILVER 193/47 

brass 199/UUO - white metal 

incused 201/295 - S ILVER -UNIQUE— also 

copper nickel 

214A16 - silver plated, POSSIBLY UNIQUE 
229/359 - nickel 233/312 - brass 

231/352 - silver plated, POSSIBLY UNIQUE 
239A21 - silver plated, POSSIBLY UNIQUE 
Zltf/kl - COPPER NICKEL OVER CENT AND WHITE METAL 
zinc plated, POSSIBLY UNIQUE 

white metal 249/249 - incused 

brass and white metal 259/445 - silver plated, un- 

listed netal 

gold plated over copper nickel, unlisted 

299/350 - copper nickel 
336/blank 

WHITS METAL: VERY RARE: VERY THICK: APPROXIMATELY 3 TIMES 

THICKER THAN ORDINARY TOKEN 

360/436 - brass, nickel, white metal 393/393 - incused 
427/472 - copper, copper nickel and white metal 
454 A54 - INCUSED ./..VERY, VERY RARE 

.i^L oj*_Patrlotlc Civil War Tokens — 594 places 


NUMBER OP PIECES IN COLLECTION MISSING -- TOTAL OP CIVIL WAR STORE 
CARDS AND PATRIOTICS — 2655 pieces 


TRANSPORTATION TOKENS - AN EXTREMELY JLARGE AND ALMOST COMPLETE 
COLLECTION OP PENNSYLVANIA T.T.'s HOUSED IN ABOUT 10 BOOKS. 

SOME OP THE BETTER TOKENS INCLUDED WERE: 

65 a 195 ad 315 a 

405 A (somewhat damaged) 495 A,B,C 

525a 745d 75oa, b, k, l, m, r, ac, ad, ae, at 

765e, J, l, q, r, s, t * 

770A ( only 2 known - PITTST0N, PENNA.) 

770B 965 C, D 


PARKING TOKENS - PENNSYLVANIA ONLY — 1 BOOK 


PENNSYLVANIA MERCHANT TOKENS. CURRENT. about 1500 different Pennsyl- 


vania merchant tokens, mostly from Luzerne and Lackawanna County; 
mostly saloon checks. I was writing a book on these with precise 
listing of each token, so I have a detailed list available. Some 
of these are only one of a kind, and I dan Identify them. These 
were In about 15 books. There are very few collectors of these, and 
most cannot be used or spent because they are obsolete. About 
2/3 of these tokens were made of plastic. 


EMBOSSED SHELL STORE CARDS ... 
following 6 are unique . . 


about 20 of these were in 2 books. The 
I have photos of these, and they have all 


- 

241/338 - 
252A32 

260/447 

283/427 

305/350 

349/477 


been written up and pictured in the TAMS JOURNAL 
LANES CHEAP STORE -- EASTON 
rflftJTINGTON AND DlteOIS -- TSrCOKLYN 

gyjfeENCE d. plate --""Baltimore 

FLINN AND BRENER'S — LANCASTER (holed) 

USE CARMINE. L AMPIN AND CO., — SEA OYSTERS 
J . ROHRER — LANCASTER tureen) 

ICOUNTERSTAKP ED COINS . . . The following 2 I believe to be unique, so if they 
turn up, they could be mine: I. L. BEVAN 

POTTSTOWN, PENNA. 

(STRUCK OVER AN 185? SILVER DOLLAR) 

C. MAXWELL 
Agent 

Wilkes Barre 

(STRUCK OVER LARGS WELL-WORN ENGLISH 
PENNY ABOUT 1801) 

(PHOTO AVAILABLE) 

HARD- TIMES TOKENS ...3 books; listing available. 


PRISON TOKENS . . . 1 book (Includes Marquette -- a scarce one). 


'ILLSR TOKENS. . . Pennsylvania only; 2 books: most are in UNC.- PROOF 
condition. 

Also, 1 coin box with about 60 - 70 New York, Maryland, Virginia, 

Wisconsin, etc. Included was the scarce counterstamned 

KNIGHT '3 MINERAL SALOON 


W3 COUNTERS (OR SPIELKARK3 ) . ■ 3 books. 

3 ALES TAX TOKENS . . ■ 1 book mostly common and 1 book all Illinois 
Provisional Issues. 

OP A RED AND BLU E TOKENS .. complete set including "MV" 

KU KLUX KLAN TOKENS .. . about 13 different 
MILITARY TOKENS . ..2 books 


SUTLER TOKENS . 
JOURNAL. . . 


. . 1 book; 
"AT PRANKS" 


Included was 1 UNIQUE token listed in TAMS 

. . 25/ . 


PENNSYLVANIA SESQUI- CEN T ENNIAL AND COIN CLUB ISSUE TOKENS AND MEDALS . 


— Telephone, Medical, Personal 
Dental collectors, Boyd's Battery type (5 different). 

Dental tokens (1 Issued by Boston Dentist). 


■ ' ? b P* ° f Sutler notes; about 20 pieces of Pennsylvania 

notai^l ?’ ir a ated < lnoludln g E. w. SHOEMAKER, an Unlisted 

romni™ a? 1 , b f lls ' B Jg ned by Kathryn O'Hay Granahan; Pittston Bridge 
ticket, punched 6 or 7 times and stamped on reverse ..1887 (?) 
passenger tickets issued in Oklahoma Territory and Indian Territory., 
aocut o pieces. 


ERIC P. NEWMAN NUMISMATIC EDUCATION SOCIETY 


6450 Cecil Avenue , St. Louis 5, Missouri 


August 20, 1968 


Dr. Herman M. Aqua 
I487 Bennett Street 
Luzerne , Penna . 18?09 

Deer Dr. Aqua: 

I, like many others, are very disillusioned 
at the extent of coin burglaries. I am sorry you lost 
such a lovely collection of Civil War Tokens and Store 
Cards. I will, of course, contact you if I obtain 
any information. 

In I 96 h my home vas burglarized and there 
was tpken my larere collection of Civil sr Store Cards 
and pre-Civil War Store Cards. Fortunately, my Patriotic 
Civil Var Tokens had been previously put in the bank, 
and we*e not taken and my ^ard Times Tokens were similarly 
not available to be stolen. My collection of Missouri 
Store Cards, both Civil War and pre-Civil War had. been 
put away and were not taken. The best group of Civil 
War Store Cards which I lost was the Illinois group and 
were probably the best collection next to the Fuld col- 
lection. None of the items taken from me have ever 
been located. 

Did you buy any of your store cards since 196 lt? 
It seems highly unlikely that any of ray pieces ended up 
in y ■ ur hands because I did hot lose any of my Civil /er 
Pa triotics . 


If you have any thoughts on any of the foregoing 
I would appreciate hearing from. 

Sincerely yours, 


EPN/atb 


EPIC P. NEWMAN NUMISMATIC 
EDUCATION SOCIETY 


A NON-PROFIT CORPORATION FOR EDUCATION 
THROUGH RESEARCH AND EXHIBITION 
OF COINS, CURRENCY AND HISTORIC OBJECTS 


HERMAN M. AQUA, D.D.S. 

487 BENNETT STREET 

Luzerne, Pa. IB 709 


Telephone 2BB-340B 
(Area Code 71 7) 
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ERIC P. NEWMAN NUMISMATIC EDUCATION SOCIETY 


6^50 Cecil Avenue , St. Louis 5, Missouri 


August 23, I960 


Dr. Herman M. Aqua 
I 187 B :>nnett Street 
Luzerne, Penna. l8?09 

Dear &r. Aquas 

Thank you for your letter with respect to 
the burglary problem# You are very right in stat- 
ing that "respectable” dealers are acting as fences. 
This is the only way the situation can continue at 
its aggravated rate. It is impossible for so 
many dealers to make a living out of collectors, 
legitimately. 

Do you have a complete list of the Illinois 
pieces which were stolen? I need this complete 
list to checkbecause I can easily tell if a group 
of them were mine. If so, it is terribly important 
to find out the dealers from whom they were acquired. 

Will you be kind enough to give me your 
cooperation in that respect? 

Sincerely yours. 


ERIC P. NEWMAN NUMISMATIC 
EDUCATION SOCIETY 


E N/atb 


A non-profit CORPORATION FOR EDUCATION 
through research and exhibition 
of coins, currency and historic objects 


> 


\ 


HERMAN M. AQUA, D.D.S. 
487 BENNETT STREET 

Luzerne, Pa. is7D9 

Telephone 2BB-34CC 
(Area Code 71 7) 
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HERMAN M. AQUA, D.D.S. 
487 BENNETT STREET 
Luzerne, Pa. ib7D9 


Telephone 28B-34DD 
(Area Code 71 7) 
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487 BENNETT STREET 
Luzerne, Pa. 18709 




Telephone 2B8-34DD 
(Area Code 71 7) 
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